Locally built boats are getting better and
better, which was evident at this year’s Dubai
International Boat Show. Not only are these
boats making headway in trying to compete
with European and US produced boats, there
are more and more brands being launched.
Not all of them of course will survive in a
market that is also more demanding for the
best price to quality ratio, but some are
definitely making an impact. Aquatech made
its first appearance at the last show with just a
booth, their first boat in a series of a 32’ line
being at that time, considered not yet
presentable. In the weeks following the show,
we were granted the first press trials, and we
must admit we are pretty impressed!

SWELL LOVER!

much bigger boats,

we were a bit shy to go out the day of our trial with force three winds and a
1,50 metre swell. What a mistake! The ride was fun and the attitude of this 17-
degree deadrise deep V hull is certainly among the best we've aver tested.
The funny thing is people at Aquatech seem not to understand how safe and
incredibly comfortable the ride of their boat is. Hopefully they will now. We
think this can be explained by two factors; their obsession to create a new
layout concept and their sailing DNA, Most powerboats that have been creat-
ed by sailboat designers and or architects were often not very good boats.
Our Aquatech 32, at an overall length of 10,07 metres, although with some
detailing imperfections due to it being the prototype or pre-production model,
gave us a very clear indication of the ambitions shown by this Ras Al
Khaimah based shipyard who build their boats in joint venture with Swiss
shipyard Decision SA. Decision brings to the partnership a real knowledge
acquired through working on America’s Cup boats.

The design of the Aguatech is somehow trendy with its vertical bow. The
shape of the water entry is very thin and old fashioned-looking giving the boat
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